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The Epoch Times welcomes the opportunity to make a submission to the Parliamentary 
Joint Committee on Intelligence and Security inquiry into the Foreign Influence 
Transparency Scheme Bill 2017. Epoch Times is highest audited circulation Chinese 
language newspaper in Australia and is the largest overseas Chinese News Media in the 
world. Our goal is to bring uncensored news to our readers around the world, as a result a 
number of our reporters and sources in China were jailed and suffered severe torture. 

The Epoch Times believes it is necessary to support a legislative framework to maintain a 
strong national security. As Australian’s intelligence sharing allies, such as USA, have 
already had much more comprehensive and road bust laws to protect their own security 
from infiltration of Communist Countries, the Epoch Times support and urge the Australian 
Government to introduce a more road bust legal framework to counteract the ever growing 


Chinese communist influence in Australia. 


The Epoch Times is concern that the sovereignty and democratic value of Australia could 
be at risk. The Chinese Communist Party interferences in Australia have been an issue for a 
long time in the Chinese community. Many local Chinese Media in Australia are now a 
mouth piece for the Communist Party, they traded their pro Australia pro demarcated stands 
with communist agenda in exchange for advertisement from Chinese State-owned 
companies or Chinese businessman that are in essence a proxy of the Chinese consulate 


and embassy. 


Over the last few years, the extend of influence are now overflow to the mainstream Media 
with it’s deal with Fairfax in inserting their propaganda newspaper China Daily in SMH, 
The Age and AFR. Influencing the Australian education system is also a key target for the 
CCP, through the establishment of the Confusus Institute in our Secondary and Tertiary 
system, they can brainwash our Children with their version of History like Tiananmen 


Square massacre, the Persecution of Christian, Taibietian and Falun Gong. 
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Not to say the growing control of our foreign policies being influenced by Chinese 
Communist party by political donation. China is an autarchic and authoritarian state and 
could not be evaluated the same way with the universal value of a democratic countries. 

As an Independent media, we are blocked by the internet censorship in mainland China, we 
know and experience the severe censorship and the suppression on freedom of speech by 
the Communist regime, we also experience unfair treatment and discrimination in Australia. 


We deeply feel the extent of the CCP’s infiltration in the community of this free country. 


Example 1: 

Our two staffs were invited to the Fair Work Ombudsman's launch of its Chinese 
communications strategy at Zilver restaurant in Sydney's Chinatown on 28 Jan, 2016. 
Around 20 minutes after our staffs’ arrival, they were asked by the Ombudsman's officer to 
leave the event. The reason was that a Chinese consular official saw their attendance. The 
Ombudsman said that Chinese Consular representatives who were at the launch objected to 
the attendance of any of The Epoch Times’ staffs at the function. 


Example 2: 

Some of our advertisers have been warn not to advertise with Epoch Times. For example, A 
lawyer who owns his own business advertised on the Epoch Times newspaper. He soon 
later cancelled his contract with us as a result of Chinese Consulate putting pressure on him 
to withdraw advertisement. 


Example 3: 

Blackmore, the Australian Healthcare company that wanted to do business with China 
invited the Epoch Times for its launch of signing deal with Chinese Kaola.com online 
shopping website. However, the Blackmore cancelled the invitation after showing the 
media list to the Chinese representative from Kaola.com, saying that they rescheduled of 
the event. However, we saw the news report on other Chinese newspaper on the launch 


event the day after. 


Example 4: 

The office of Sydney’s Epoch Times located in Hurstville. So we apply for a site in the 
local annual festival almost every year. However since 5 years ago, we have never 
successfully got it. The recent news reports revealed that the infiltration in council level 
and councillors with Chinese background could also possibly a foreign agent. Then it was 
not hard to explain it. 


The Epoch Times understands that the Bill under discussion has covered many aspects 
including the requirement of registration of foreign agents in details; ban on foreign 


donations and other rules. Below are a couple of recommendations for your reference from 
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our perspective. 


Recommendation 1: 

The Epoch Times recommends that all Visa holders, overseas Students and migrants from 
Communist countries to study Australian democratic values. Follow the American system 
where Members of the Communist Party or it’s affiliate cannot obtain residency or 
citizenship unless they renounce their membership. 

https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/doc View/SLB/HTML/SLB/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-11261/0-0-0-30743.h 


tml 


Recommendation 2: 

The Epoch Times recommends having reporting system in place for any individual or 
organization been threaten or been undertake instruction by other countries’ consulate or 
embassy to undermine Australian Value or to promote communist ideology. There should 


be an department that can handle these cases and provide protection when necessary. 


Concluding remarks 

There is a potential loophole in our system to protect Australian’s national security and 
threats on Australian democratic values from another Communist regime. However, the 
Epoch Times is glad to see the Australian government is preparing to introduce Foreign 
Influence Transparency Scheme Bill 2017 to protect Australia from intense infiltration. It is 
a necessary policy to legislate to stop Communist country attempts to influence Australian 
policy and extend their human rights abuse and other crimes against humanity into 
Australia. There is no doubt if Australia wants to form a long term healthy trade 
relationship with Communist China, we need to setup rules which Communist China need 
to respect as a precondition of trade. We hope the Australian government can look after the 
interest of Australian and not focus on exporting Australian Goods & Services to China in 


exchange of importing Communist value into Australia. 


